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The following pages contain four graphs that rank each of the 50 states plus the District of 
Columbia by: 

1. The average annual per-capita medical malpractice costs in each state from claims against all 
medical providers from 2012-2016 (page 2). All medical providers include physicians (MDs 
and DOs), dentists, dental hygienists, podiatrists, chiropractors, nurses, nurse practitioners, 
optometrists, pharmacists, physician assistants, social workers, therapists, technicians and 
counselors. Annual per-capita cost is total amount spent on all claims each year/state 
population for each year. 

2. The average annual per-capita medical malpractice costs in each state from claims against 
physicians (MDs and DOs) only from 2012-2016 (page 3). 

3. The average number of medical malpractice claims against all medical providers paid per 
million residents in each state from 2012-2016 (page 4). 

4. The average number of medical malpractice claims against physicians-only paid per 100 
practicing physicians in each state from 2012-2016 (page 5). 

In addition to ranking each state by per-capita medical malpractice costs and number of paid 
claims, the following graphs show which states have tort reform laws that attempt to reduce the 
cost of medical malpractice claims in the state. Tort reform laws for each state are indicated by: 

1. An asterisk (*) by the state’s name indicates the state has a tort reform law intended to 
reduce the cost of medical malpractice claims in that state.  

2. A red bar (darker bar in black and white) indicates that the state has a more robust tort 
reform law that either caps non-economic damages in medical malpractice claims to 
$500,000 or less, caps total damages to $1 million or less or both. Florida (*/*) had a non-
economic damage cap of $500,000 that was repealed by their state Supreme Court in 2014 
(halfway through the allotted time period of 2012-2016) 

3. States without any tort reform addressing medical malpractice have blue bars and no 
asterisk. 

The details of each state’s medical malpractice paid claims from 1991-2017 can be found at : 
https://www.npdb.hrsa.gov/analysistool/ 
http://truecostofhealthcare.org/malpractice_statistics/ 

The details of each state’s tort reform laws can be found at: 
https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/state-state-medical-malpractice-damages-caps.html 

And the number of practicing physicians in each state can be found at: 
https://www.aamc.org/data/workforce/ 
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